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1990 HIGHLIGHTS

Since the last newsletter SABNES has completed several
projects on the foreshore. Some of these are evident to
anyone walking in the area. Keep your eyes open and see
the latest happenings. The following are projects
completed or near completion:

-- The road along the back of the Nature Trust property
near the railway tracks afid the road on the berm of land
near the old boat basin have been narrowed with bends
created to make aesthetically pleasing winding trails.

-- Vegetation has been planted on both of the above
trails to create shade on the paths, to provide habitat for
passerine birds, and to shield the nesting birds from
pedestrian traffic. Native trees and shrubs have been used.

-- Native vegetation has also been planted in various
spots on the foreshore itself to enhance wildlife habitat.

-- The first boardwalk has been completed for wildlife
viewing.

-- Ducks Unlimited have created two waterfowl ponds
by digging in suitable locations on the foreshore. These
were used by migrating birds within minutes of their
completion. They will be interesting to watch this spring.

-~ Ducks Unlimited have also done some work on the
rectangular berm in preparation for future development.
They have planted various grasses and cattails to see

whether they will grow in the nutrient poor soil from the

dredgeate.

-- Dozens of bird boxes have been placed in trees and on
posts on the shore.

-- Marker buoys were made and placed in the bay to
shield the nesting grebes and other waterfowl from boat
action. These buoys will be put out again as soon as the
lake opens and boat traffic begins. '

-- SABNES sponsored the Naturalist Club construction
of the bird blind and viewing platform at the end of the

boat berm.

THANKS! A special Thank You to Newnes Machine for
their generous contribution of a POST POUNDER to help
in the construction projects on the foreshore.
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SABNES BOARD OF DIRECTORS — 1991

Appointed Directors:
Chamber of Commerce: [an James
Downtown Improve. Assn.: Karen Angove
Fish & Game Club: George Cave
Ministry of Environment: Phil Belliveau
Shuswap Naturalist Club:  Harry Higgins
Shuswap Nation Tribal Council: Ramona Halota

Elected Directors:
Dr. John Henderson - - President
Jim Beckner - - Vice President
Dave Barnard - - Sec. Treas.
Ralph Segreto
Vic Bates
Dick Smith

Project Manager: Gary Kennedy
District Representative: Charles Nash

by ATTENDING
SABNES BI-ANNUAL MEETING

Thurs. April 18, 1991,
Shuswap Inn,
T30 P.M.
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BIRD SIGHTINGS

The following is a list of unusual

bird sightings on the Salmon Arm

Bay Foreshore in 1990,

Jan. 25th Peregrine Falcon - single at sewage outfall.

Rare.

Sandhill Cranes - flock of 18, east of the

wharf, Rare.

June 14th  Great Egret - single showing in its breeding
plummage. Vagrant,

July (all mouth) Clark’s Grebe - single male east of the

of the wharf. Vagrant.

Dec. 16th - Yellow-billed Loon - single seen at Sunnybrae.
Rare.

Designation: Rare - but in its normal range.

Vagrant - outside its normal range.

FORESHORE FOR THE BIRDS?

In addition to birds, insects, microbes, plankton and a
variety of vegetation, the foreshore also supports a
mammal population.

Three otters spent the late summer and fall in the boat
basin west of the wharf. Somehow they avoided boat
propellers, spilled fuel and milfoil machines and fed on
young salmon, trout and rough fish which live in the basin.
They are fascinatingfo watch as they slide down the bank
and move with incredible grace through the water.

Some ground squirrels survived the fill dropped on their
colonies east of the wharf as did the deer mice and meadow
vole population.

Short-tatled weasel prey on the mice and voles, as do the
skunks in the area.

Coyotes have dens between the wharf and Raven
subdivision and possibly also on the Indian land near the
river mouth. They hunt for smaller mammals and
sometimes wounded ducks who cannot fly south.
Although they live here all vear long, they are more likely
ta be seen in winter when food is scarce and they travel
across the ice.

Muskrats have occupied one of the two new ponds dug
by Ducks Unlimited. These animals rely on plants, pond
weeds and sedges which grow in the area.

Between the SABNES gate and the Raven subdivision a
small herd of deer are using the foreshore to browse and to
gain access Lo water.

The future of plants, fish and animals of the Salmon
Arm Bay depends on the protection and management the
citizens of Salmon Arm provide.

May 2nd

What Your Society Does!

The Salmon Arm Bay Nature Enhancement Society was
incorporated in 1988 to administer public-owned lands in

the Salmon Arm Bay. The purposes of the Society are:

a) To assist the Wildlife Branch of the Ministry of the
Environment & Parks with development and operation of
their management plan for the Salmon Arm foreshore as a
Nature Conservancy and viewing area.

b) To develop, operate and promote a system of walkways,
viewing areas and interpretive facilities for scientific,
educational, environmental protection and public viewing
purposes.

¢} To promote environmental awareness and assist in
projects meeting that goal in the area of Salmon Arm.

The directors of SABNES, as the society is called,
accoruplishing their goals through th L of

following committees:
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- THE TECHNICAL COMMITTEE, headed by Karen
Angove, is responsible for projects of habitat protection
and enhancement on the foreshore as well as for education.

- THE MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE, headed by Ralph
Segreto, is responsible for memberships, tund raisers, and
marketing.

- THE LAND PURCHASE COMMITTEE, headed by
Dave Barnard, whose job is to negotiate for the purchase
of the Triple ‘S’ lands east of the wharf.

- THE CONSTRUCTION COMMITTEE, headed by Vic
Bates, is in charge of any construction projects on society
controlled lands.

- THE SIGNAGE COMMITTEE, headed by lan James, is
in charge of any signs on society lands.

- THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, chaired by the Pres.
Dir. 1. Henderson, meets at least once every two weeks, to
oversee all aspects of SABNES.

amounting to over 445 man hours.

WELL DONE SHUSWAP NATURALISTS . . .

SABNES wishes to extend our gratitude to the Shuswap Naturalists for their effort in the construction of the new bird
blind and viewing platform at the old boat basin. Along with your efforts, the following donations are appreciated: B.C.
Hydro - drilling of postholes; Salmon Arm Ready Mix - concrete; Federated Co-operatives - building supplies; Lakeside
Timber - building supplies; Cascade Forest Products - shakes; and the many people who volunteer their labour










